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Unit Overview 

Content Area:                          Introduction to Education  

Unit Title:                                 An Introduction to the World of Education 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Introduction to Education / Grades 12  

Unit Summary:   

In this unit, students explore personal interests and how they can affect the subject and or grade level they 

are interested in teaching in the future.  They discover how and why certain teachers have influenced them 

in this beginning stage of determining their future career.  They learn about specific attributes and 

characteristics of a good and effective teacher.  Through a discussion-based learning experience, including 

interactions with peers, teachers, and administrators, students acquire the skills to determine the teaching 

path they may choose one day.  The students will become familiar with some topics in psychology and 

how they relate to the teaching field as well as a few methods of teaching.  Through research, students will 

examine the requirements of becoming a teacher. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  21st-Century Life and Careers 

Unit Rationale:   

While students may eventually pursue teaching on primary or secondary levels, the characteristics that 

make a good teacher and those who have influenced them up until this point in their educational 

experience, can determine their career decisions.  The background information in psychology will lay the 

foundation for their teaching career. 

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

9.3 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation:  All students will apply knowledge about and 

engage in the process of career awareness, exploration, and preparation in order to navigate the globally 

competitive work environment of the information age. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

9.3.12.C.2 Characterize education and skills needed to achieve career goals, and take steps to prepare for 

postsecondary options, including making course selections, preparing for and taking 

assessments, and participating in extra-curricular activities. 

9.3.12.C.3 Develop personal interests and activities that support declared career goals and plans. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 What are the qualities of a good teacher? 

 Who has influenced you in wanting to become a 

teacher? 

 What other persons in your life have influenced 

your decision to want to become a teacher? 

 Why does a person want to teach? 

 What are the various positions available within 

the field of education? 

 What are the names of several theorists and how 

does their work relate to the teaching field? 

 What are the roles of the teacher? 

 What qualities does one need to possess to be an 

effective teacher? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 Roles one can hold in the field of education 

 How does psychology play a role in education 

 Potential areas of study in the student’s college 

career 

 Characteristics and evaluation models of an 

effective teacher 
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Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will … 

 Be able to identify characteristics of a good teacher. 

 Describe personal interests and how they have affected the subject or grade level their wish to teach. 

 To explain why a person becomes a teacher 

 Explain the components of the Danielson teacher evaluation model 

 Identify the names and theories of several psychologists 

 Explain direct vs. indirect teaching methods 

 Identify and explain  the requirements of becoming a teacher in New Jersey 

 Research subject areas of interest to them 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  1 day 

Benchmark Assessment: 3 days 

Alternate Assessment: 1 day 

Equipment needed:  Teacher computer/projection set-up, student computer and Internet access, 

presentation. 

Teacher Resources:   
1.  Articles from the New York Times, the Star-Ledger, and other relevant periodicals. 

2.  Select websites (for example, the Theory into Practice database on learning and instruction and the 

New Jersey Department of Education site with information on licensure and credentials). 

3.  Excerpts from instructor's copy of Developing Child by Holly E. Brisbane (approved text for Pre-

School Child and the Family).  

4.  Excerpts from instructor's copies of An Introduction to Education: Choosing Your Teaching Path by 

Sarah Davis Powell and School: An Introduction to Education by Edward S. Ebert and Richard C. 

Culyer. 

Formative Assessments: 

 Summaries  Discussions 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Qualities of a Good and Effective  Teacher 

3 Hours 

Lesson 2 

Direct vs. Indirect Teaching Methods 

1-2 Hours 

Lesson 3 

Areas of Interest in Teaching 

2-3 Hours 

Lesson 4 

Psychology and Teaching 

8-10 Hours 

Lesson 5 

Requirements for Becoming a New Jersey 

Teacher 

2 Hours 

Lesson 6 

Classroom Visits from Teachers and 

Administrators 

3 Hours 

Teacher Notes: 
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Unit Overview 
Content Area:                          Introduction to Education 

Unit Title:                                 Current Topics and Trends in Education 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Introduction to Education / Grades 12  

Unit Summary:  In this unit, students research and discuss the plethora of current topics and trends in 

education.  Through Internet-based research and printed periodicals, students will learn about the ever-

changing world of education.  The presentation, use, and discussion of the technological advances and 

their impact on classroom lesson will alert students to the necessity of being technologically savvy in their 

future careers.  This newly acquired information will then assist students as they learn how learning styles, 

socio-economic influences, cultural diversity, multiple intelligences, and co-teaching, play a role in 

classroom learning. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  21st-Century Life and Careers 

Unit Rationale:  Comprehending the multitude of variables that contribute to each student’s educational 

experience will allow the students in this course to forge new connections between the world at large and 

the classroom setting. 

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

9.3 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation:  All students will apply knowledge about and 

engage in the process of career awareness, exploration, and preparation in order to navigate the globally 

competitive work environment of the information age.  

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

9.3.12.C.2 Characterize education and skills needed to achieve career goals, and take steps to prepare for 

postsecondary options, including making course selections, preparing for and taking 

assessments, and participating in extra-curricular activities. 

9.3.12.C.3 Develop personal interests and activities that support declared career goals and plans. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 What are current topics and trends in 

education? 

 What forms of technology are available to the 

teacher and how are they incorporated on a day-

to-day basis? 

 How do technological advances impact the 

methods used to teach the same material? 

 What are learning styles and how are they used 

to teach? 

 What are Gardner’s multiple intelligences and 

how can they be incorporated into a teacher’s 

lesson planning? 

 What is co-teaching learning and how does one 

co-teach a lesson? 

 What are external factors that influence a 

student’s educational experience? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 The field of education is forever changing 

 Continual professional development is key to 

remaining a proactive teacher 

 Teachers work to reach students through a variety 

of learning styles and approaches 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will … 

 Discuss current topics and trends in the field of education 

 Be able to identify forms of technology they have seen used and that are available for use in the 

classroom. 

 Discuss the impact of technology on the classroom setting. 

 Identify, discuss, and explain what the multiple intelligences and their role in preparing a lesson 

plan. 

 Explain, discuss, and teach using various co-teaching models 

 Relate outside world experiences and factors and their relationship to the learning experience of a 

student 
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Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  1 day 

Benchmark Assessment: 3 days 

Alternate assessment: 1 day 

Equipment needed:  Teacher computer/projection set-up, student computer and Internet access, 

presentation. 

Teacher Resources:   

1.  Articles from the New York Times, the Star-Ledger, and other relevant periodicals. 

2.  Select websites (for example, the Theory into Practice database on learning and instruction and the 

New Jersey Department of Education site with information on licensure and credentials). 

3.  Excerpts from instructor's copy of Developing Child by Holly E. Brisbane (approved text for Pre-

School Child and the Family).  

4.  Excerpts from instructor's copies of An Introduction to Education: Choosing Your Teaching Path by   

Sarah Davis Powell and School: An Introduction to Education by Edward S. Ebert and Richard C. 

Culyer. 

Formative Assessments: 

 Discussions 

 Presentations 

 Interview questions 

 Internet research 

 Interview 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Topics and Trends in Education 

6-8 Hours 

Lesson 2 

Technology and the Classroom 

6 Hours 

Lesson 3 

Socio-Economic Influences and Cultural 

Diversity 

1 Hour 

Lesson 4 

Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences 

2-3 Hours 

Lesson 5 

Co-teaching  and the Flipped Classroom 

2-3 Hours 

Lesson 6 

Special Education  

3 Hours 

Teacher Notes: 

 Discuss the impact of technology on the field of education 

 Discuss the growing minority groups in the United States, the impact on marketing and education 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Personal texts 
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Unit Overview 

Content Area:                          Introduction to Education 

Unit Title:                                  Lesson Planning, Assessment, Classroom Management, and Teaching 

Lesson 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Introduction to Education / Grades 12  

Unit Summary: 

In this unit, students actively learn classroom management techniques and skills through scenario-based 

lessons.  Discussion of the positive role and effects of humor in the classroom will be addresses.  This will 

allow for the students to share personal experiences with their fellow classmates.  Then, students will grow 

to comprehend the various assessment options at the hands of a teacher.  This information will then be 

applied to the creation and critiquing of the students’ own assessments.  The culminating activity of this 

unit and this course comes upon completion of a study of the key ingredients to a lesson plan.  The 

theoretical components of this unit and course are then applied when students plan and implement a lesson 

plan on a topic previously approved and discussed with the instructor. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  21st-Century Life and Careers 

Unit Rationale: 

Implementation of the semester’s work through a lesson taught to the students peers allows students to 

experience the first hand the joys and effort required by the classroom teacher. 

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

9.3 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation:  All students will apply knowledge about and 

engage in the process of career awareness, exploration, and preparation in order to navigate the globally 

competitive work environment of the information age. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

9.3.12.C.2 Characterize education and skills needed to achieve career goals, and take steps to prepare for 

postsecondary options, including making course selections, preparing for and taking 

assessments, and participating in extra-curricular activities. 

9.3.12.C.3 Develop personal interests and activities that support declared career goals and plans. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 What are methods of assessing students? 

 How have students been assessed? 

 How do technological advances impact the 

methods used to teach the same material? 

 What are keys to successful classroom 

management? 

 What are the key components of a lesson plan? 

 How do you write a lesson plan?  

 What topic will each student teach? 

 What have been the experiences of PLHS 

faculty and staff? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 The importance of various forms of assessment 

 The essential components and necessity of lesson 

planning 

 Reactions to teaching a sample lesson 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will … 

 

 Be able to identify various forms of assessment and discuss ways the students have been assessed in their 

educational career 

 Discuss various classroom management techniques 

 Describe and discuss the importance of lesson planning.  

 Identify key components of a lesson plan and how to write one. 

 Identify a topic of interest to teach a sample lesson and upon the instructor’s approval, plan and 

implement a lesson on this topic 

 

 

 



6 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  1 day 

Benchmark Assessment: 3 days 

Alternate Assessment: 1 day 

Equipment needed:  Teacher computer/projection set-up, student computer and Internet access, 

presentation.  

Teacher Resources:   
1.  Articles from the New York Times, the Star-Ledger, and other relevant periodicals. 

2.  Select websites (for example, the Theory into Practice database on learning and instruction and the New 

Jersey Department of Education site with information on licensure and credentials). 

3.  Excerpts from instructor's copy of Developing Child by Holly E. Brisbane (approved text for Pre-School 

Child and the Family).  

4.  Excerpts from instructor's copies of An Introduction to Education: Choosing Your Teaching Path by   

Sarah Davis Powell and School: An Introduction to Education by Edward S. Ebert and Richard C. 

Culyer. 

Formative Assessments: 

 Journal entries 

 Discussions 

 Presentations 

 Interview questions 

 Internet research 

 Interview 

Lesson Plans  

Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Classroom Management 

 2 Hours 

Lesson 2 

Humor in the Classroom 

1 Hour 

Lesson 3 

Assessments 

3 Hours 

Lesson 4 

Lesson Planning 

5 Hours 

Lesson 5 

Researching Topics to Create Lesson Plans 

1-2 Hours 

Lesson 6 

Writing Lesson Plans and Presenting Lessons by 

Students 

7 Hours 

Lesson 7 

Classroom Visits from Teachers and 

Administrators 

3 Hours 

Teacher Notes: 

 Compare and contrast blue ribbon school test results and the socio-economic make-up of the surrounding 

community.     

 Discuss the growing minority groups in the United States, the impact on marketing and education 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Personal texts 

 

 


